2.  Birmingham Jail Questions

English 11

Questions for Letter from Birmingham Jail
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

After reading Letter from Birmingham Jail, please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Write in paragraph form and use complete sentences. Answer completely and thoroughly.  Put serious thought into your answers.

1. Summarize how MLK generally felt about civil disobedience (non-violently protesting laws he saw as morally wrong).

2. What ideas and emotions in the letter had the greatest impact on you?

3. How do you think the eight clergymen King wrote this letter in response to felt after reading it? Why?

4. In your opinion, was King right or wrong to criticize the white moderate?  Why or why not?

5. Do you agree with King’s belief that you need to create tension in order to have reform come about?  Why or why not?

6. Do you agree with King’s distinction between just and unjust laws?  Why or why not?

7. Do you generally support taking part in civil disobedient actions?  Would you do it?  Why or why not?  If the answer is yes, in what circumstances would you chose to act civilly disobedient?

3.  Create a Venn Diagram and compare and contrast the two.  No handout needed; students can create this.  
4. Link to Online Version of Antigone 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?doc=Perseus%3Aabo%3Atlg%2C0011%2C002&query=1
